Fetal fibronectin in vaginal fluid of women in prolonged pregnancy.
The aim of this study was to determine fetal fibronectin in vaginal fluid of women in prolonged pregnancy, its relationship to a modified Bishop score and its predictiveness of delivery within 3 days. Vaginal samples were collected from 80 women at 42 weeks of gestation for the fetal fibronectin assay. A modified Bishop score was estimated. Fetal fibronectin was determined by a quantitative enzyme immunoassay. The concentration of fetal fibronectin in vaginal fluid was elevated in only 36 of the 80 women. The Bishop score and the time between sampling and delivery were not associated with an elevated fetal fibronectin (> or = 0.05 mg/l). We conclude that fetal fibronectin is not a good indicator of delivery within 3 days. The findings add to our understanding of the complexity of the etiology of postterm labor.